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toric importance*. He observed the political and economic
conditions of these countries against the background, of
their history, and has left behind his reflections and his
estimates. The tour enabled him not only to form a
maturer impression of conditions in Europe than he was
able to do during his earlier sojourn in the West as a stu-
dent, but also to view the conditions in and the problems
of India in a wider world perspective.

Romesh Chunder Dutt returned to India early in 1887
and resumed his official duties. His first posting on return
was as District Magistrate, Fabna, a district where
he had spent some of his boyhood days with his father.
He spent a few months in this District, but was soon called
upou to undertake a heavier assignment as District Magist-
rate, Mymensingh. In population and area this was the
largest District in Bengal, and perhaps in the whole of India.
The Government of the day was dissatisfied with the man-
ner in which the District had been administered by the
European Magistrate, and the then Lieutenant Governor
decided to give a chance to Romesh Dutt. He took this
as a challenge not merely for himself but on behajf of all
Indians, and left nothing undone to prove that educated
Indians were as capable as any other to discharge heavy
responsibilities.

It was, however, while holding charge of this heavy
District and m spite of all his pre-occupations that he found
time to produce his best historical work, the History of
Civilisation in Ancient India. In undertaking this work,
his object was not so much to produce something original,
or new, as to make available in a readily accessible and
readable volume the story of our ancient civilisation so
that the present generation and the future could have some